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TECHNICAL INFORMATION  
(and suggestions for using RRRPs in the studio) 
 
The problem for small-scale farming 
 
The liberalisation of the world food industry is threatening the future of small-scale farming. The 
most important factors are: 
 
• Western countries subsidising their farmers to grow crops, and then exporting those crops to 
developing countries. Because of the subsidies the crops can be sold for a low price, and local 
farmers are unable to sell their own produce 
 
• Under the rules of the World Trade Organisation, developing countries are not able to protect 
their markets against foreign imports. 
 
• However, despite these rules, western countries are still able to protect their own markets 
against imports from developing countries, for example by insisting on certain quality standards 
that most small-scale farmers are unable to meet, or through import tariffs.  
 
• The World Bank and the International Monetary Fund have put pressure on developing country 
governments to reduce support for farmers. For example, government systems for buying crops 
at fixed prices, and providing credit and inputs to farmers have been abolished. As a result, 
farmers struggle to improve their production. 
 
 
What then is the future for small-scale farming? 
 
In many developing countries small-scale agriculture is the biggest employer of rural people. There 
is too little rural industry to employ all these farmers. Therefore, if small-scale farming becomes 
less and less profitable, more rural people will be forced to move to cities in search of work, causing 
greater urban over-crowding, and increased social problems for both rural and urban areas. 
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Issues covered in this pack 
 
Reduction of state support for farming:  
Our hands are tied! gives a clear account of how the structural adjustment policies of the World 
Bank/International Monetary Fund have stopped the Cameroon government from supporting 
agriculture, and the devastating impact this has had on Cameroon’s small-scale farming 
communities. The loss of marketing boards looks at the same issue in terms of a cash crop, with the 
scrapping of Nigeria’s Cocoa Marketing Board.  
 
One point that arises both in Our hands are tied! and in Competing in the open market is how the 
speed of the change to a liberalised economy was too quick for farmers to be able to adapt properly. 
 
Impact of cheap imports from other African countries and from developed countries: 
Competing in the open market describes how local egg producers in Malawi have lost their market 
to cheap eggs being imported from Zimbabwe. Supporting domestic producers describes a similar 
problem for poultry producers in The Gambia who have had to try to compete with very cheap 
chicken being imported from Europe. The report makes the point that the cheap imports are 
effectively preventing investment and increased efficiency in the local industry, causing a vicious 
circle of decline. Both reports contain recommendations for how the governments and farmers 
should be trying to win back the lost markets. 
 
No escape from subsistence farming is a short interview with a small-scale farmer in South Africa, 
who is struggling to compete with cheap imports, and believes that without government support for 
agriculture, he is destined to always remain a subsistence farmer.  
 
Small-scale farmers find it hard to sell to foreign markets 
While some argue that globalisation opens up lucrative foreign markets to developing world 
farmers, in reality the marketplace is one that favours big producers. It’s not fair trade! makes the 
point that many developing countries do not have adequate communications infrastructure for 
farmers to find potential markets, and that they are also discriminated against through subsidies and 
tariffs. Competing in the open market describes how small-scale farmers in Malawi have been out-
priced by bigger, commercial operations in neighbouring countries. 
 
What should governments be doing to help farmers cope with the liberalised economy? 
There is a wide range of suggestions for how developing country governments could assist small-
scale farmers in the liberalised economy. Some argue for a return to the role of the government in 
pre-liberalisation days e.g. giving financial support to farmers to boost productivity (Our hands are 
tied!, No escape from subsistence farming), restoring the commodity boards (The loss of marketing 
boards), enhancing extension services (It’s not fair trade!). 
 
Other suggestions include: creating a supportive environment for processing industries, with clear 
regulatory structures to assist business (Supporting domestic producers, Survival in a falling 
market); improving infrastructure and services for rural communities, e.g. roads and 
communications, power supplies, markets, credit institutions (The loss of marketing boards, Our 
hands are tied!); negotiating at World Trade Organisation trade talks for a better deal for farmers 
(Being heard on the world stage) 
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What can farmers do to help themselves? 
Grow crops for which they have comparative advantage compared to farmers in other countries or 
regions (Exploit your comparative advantages, It’s not fair trade!). 
 
Organise themselves into groups to cut input purchase costs, set up processing facilities and obtain 
better prices for their produce (Building on food security, Competing in the open market, Survival in 
a falling market, Our hands are tied!). 
 
Understand the market, and find new ways of adding value and marketing, e.g. bulking produce for 
export, out-grower schemes (Survival in a falling market, It’s not fair trade!). 
 
Reduce production costs by use of locally available inputs (Competing in the open market, 
Supporting domestic producers) or improved technologies (No escape from subsistence farming). 
 
Lobby governments for their interests both nationally and internationally (Being heard on the world 
stage). 
 
RRRP 2002/5 
Small-scale farming in a liberalised economy  8 
 
Using this RRRP in the studio 
 
The benefits and costs of economic liberalisation for small-scale farmers is a topical and important subject 
which will provoke strong reactions in many listeners. It is therefore an ideal subject for a farming or rural 
affairs programme to cover, whether through interviewing a guest speaker, inviting a panel of ‘experts’ or 
stakeholders for a lively debate/discussion, or inviting listeners to phone in their opinions and responses to 
points raised. 
 
Issues that you might aim to cover could include: 
 
What have been the main impacts of economic liberalisation on farmers in this country/region? 
You might invite a representative of the government, a farmers’ organisation, an appropriate NGO, or a 
farmer him/herself, to comment on this - or ask for phoned-in contributions from listeners. One or more of 
the interviews in this pack should include issues that are relevant for your own farmers, which could be used 
to initiate a discussion or prompt questions for a studio interview. 
 
What should the government do to help small-scale farmers cope with liberalisation? 
Many of the interviews in this pack include descriptions of how national governments are supporting 
farmers, or suggestions for how they should be!(e.g. Our hands are tied!) You could use one in a 
programme, and invite a government or farmers’ organisation representative to comment, or suggest suitable 
policies for your farmers. You might want to discuss how governments can continue to subsidise or support 
farmers, or how they can regulate imports of cheap foods from abroad.  
 
What can governments do to support domestic agriculture in the context of the World Trade 
Organisation and the World Bank/International Monetary Fund? 
A complex question, no doubt, needing a well-informed host and carefully chosen guest/panel, capable of 
communicating complex issues in simple language. Some of the interviews could be used to introduce the 
constraints African governments are under (e.g. Our hands are tied!), or the influence they have in the 
international trade arena (Being heard on the world stage). 
 
What can farmers do themselves to improve their competitiveness in the marketplace? 
This is a very wide-ranging question, which involves everything from choice of crop, efficiency in the field, 
processing methods and marketing strategies. Listeners will be most interested to hear practical suggestions 
which can easily be applied to their own situations. You could try to identify some local ‘success stories’ - 
farmers who have improved their competitiveness and are now prospering in the liberalised market. Ideas 
presented in the pack include forming farmer groups, choosing a crop with comparative advantages, and 
adding value to crops. 
 
What impact will economic liberalisation have on the future of small-scale farming, on food security 
and on poverty reduction? 
Another big area which will require well informed and clear speaking treatment by the programme presenter 
and any guest speakers. The last interview in the pack, Building on food security, contains many important 
ideas for how farmers can be helped to progress from subsistence farming to commercial production, and 
could be used to generate discussion on the issue. 
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Contents  Duration 
 
Our hands are tied! 4’49” 
A representative from Cameroon’s Ministry of Agriculture describes how liberalisation has 
affected farmers, and what the government is doing to support them. Rules imposed by the 
International Monetary Fund have limited what the government can do. 
 
The loss of marketing boards 3’26” 
An agricultural economist from the Nigerian Ministry of Agriculture describes the impact 
of the abolishment of the Cocoa Marketing Board, and recommends that the board should 
be reinstated and other supports given in order to restore cocoa production and encourage 
young people to enter the business. 
 
Competing in the open market 4’55” 
A farm business advisor for the Malawi Ministry of Agriculture explains how the opening 
of borders to Zimbabwean egg producers has affected Malawian farmers. He encourages 
farmers to form groups in order to increase their competitiveness, and to reduce their 
reliance on imported inputs, such as chicken feeds. 
 
Supporting domestic producers 5’07” 
The Deputy Permanent Secretary in the Gambian Department of State for Agriculture, explains 
how imported chicken from Europe has affected local poultry production in The Gambia, and 
how both government supports and changing management by farmers could restore local 
competitiveness. 
 
No escape from subsistence farming 2’15” 
A small-scale farmer in South Africa describes the impact that economic liberalisation has had 
on his profitability, and calls on the government to assist farmers, otherwise they will never be 
able to move beyond subsistence farming. 
 
It’s not fair trade! 3’29” 
An economist in Zimbabwe’s Ministry of Agriculture summarises the reasons why developing 
country farmers struggle to sell their produce to foreign markets. He points out some of the 
progress that is being made in smallholder farming, and suggests the kind of opportunities 
available to farmers who want to boost their profits. 
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Being heard on the world stage 4’18” 
The Food Rights Campaign Co-ordinator for Action Aid Kenya explains the work that Action 
Aid is doing to ensure farmers’ concerns are heard in World Trade Organisation negotiations. 
She also encourages farmers to be active in pursuing their interests at a national and 
international level.  
 
Exploit your comparative advantages 3’21” 
An economist from Zambia’s National Farmers Union suggests that farmers need to be very 
careful in choosing which crops to grow, so that these match the capabilities of their land and 
climate, and the type of markets which they can access. 
 
Survival in a falling market  3’19” 
The Country Director of Technoserve Tanzania, a non-government organisation, explains how 
the Tanzanian coffee market has been affected by a global glut in coffee production, and how 
both the government and the Tanzanian farmers need to improve their management of coffee 
production, so that it can compete with low-cost foreign coffee. 
 
Building on food security  4’44” 
The Food Security Pack manager with Zambia’s Programme Against Malnutrition explains 
how the programme is working to support small-scale farmers, and help them move from better 
food security towards commercial production. 
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Small-scale farming in a liberalised economy 
 
Our hands are tied! 
Cue:  
You might not think that farmers and governments have much in common. After all, you don’t see 
many farmers being driven around in expensive cars, nor do you see many government ministers 
sweating in the fields. But one thing that farmers and governments do have in common is that their 
opportunities and decisions are often highly controlled by outside institutions and regulations.  
 
In Cameroon, for example, the government’s freedom to make and implement policies has been 
heavily influenced by the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund, known as the IMF. 
Under pressure from these global institutions Cameroon has transformed its national economy, from 
a centrally-planned system run by the government, to one where market forces rule the day. This 
has had some profound effects on agricultural productivity, not least for the small-scale farmers. To 
find out more, Martha Chindong visited the Ministry of Agriculture in Yaoundé, and spoke to 
Syxtus Nuza, a ministry representative. She began by asking him to explain the economic change 
that had occurred in Cameroon. 
 
IN:  “Well for some time now …” 
OUT:  “…way it is supposed to do.” 
DUR′N 4’49” 
 
BACK ANNOUNCEMENT: 
Martha Chindong reporting from the Ministry of Agriculture in Yaoundé, Cameroon. 
 
Transcript 
Nuza Well for some time now, we’ve been trying our hand in what we call a liberalised 
economy. Before 1990, we were in what we call a centrally planned economy, where 
government fixed the prices of agricultural products to allow the urban people, 
mostly civil servants, to be able to buy food. But in a liberalised economy, all these 
other price fixing mechanisms have been taken off. It is just a question of supply and 
demand; government is no longer giving support to the farming population. And so 
government has withdrawn from most of the production sectors. Before that we used 
to have the fertilizer sub-sector which the government used to subsidise. We had 
government seed multiplication farms, this is no longer the case, and the government 
used to market the products for the farmers; this is no longer the case. 
 
Chindong What are the results of all this on the small-scale farmer? 
 
Nuza The results have been very devastating on the small-scale farmer. And this is 
explained for several reasons. Among them is the fact that the liberalised economy 
was very sudden. We moved from a centrally planned economy, where government 
assisted the farmers, to suddenly allowing them to fend for themselves, in all aspects. 
They no longer had access to the seeds; the price of fertilizer was up, and then they 
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were left to fend for themselves to sell the products. That is why poverty abounds in 
Cameroon, because the small-scale farmer suddenly found himself in a liberalised 
economy. 
 
Chindong Being aware of all this, what is the government doing? 
 
Nuza Government has taken some measures to alleviate this poverty. Before 1990, farmers 
could not come together. But the law of 1990, on freedom of association, gave them 
the permission to give them the right to be able to associate freely. By coming 
together, they have the opportunity of marketing their products in common. They 
have the opportunity of collectively buying inputs, having access to loans, either 
from government institutions or non-governmental institutions. Government also re-
orientated a few of its programmes. For example the National Agricultural Extension 
Service, which was essentially giving out technical information, has changed its 
orientation. They will not only give out this technical information, but accompany 
this information with some assistance, financial assistance, to allow the farmers to 
put into place some of those basic infrastructures that the farmers need, such as 
drying structures, small irrigation schemes, and so on. And these are the kind of 
measures that the government has put into place at the local level. At the regional 
level, within the Central African Region, government has pushed, is participating in 
opening the frontiers, to be able to allow agricultural products to move back and 
forth across the borders. So opening these frontiers to our neighbours, opens markets 
for these small-scale farmers to be able to market their products. And we are 
building, government is putting into place, this programme of building frontier 
markets that would allow the small farmer to be able to bring produce to that area. 
 
Chindong How effective in your opinion, are these measures? 
 
Nuza The results have been very slow in coming, given that I did not make mention of 
financing, and that is the crux of the matter. Our funding partners do not allow us to 
subsidise the agriculture, so most of these we have talked about; the legal measures, 
the institutional framework that government has put into place; we’ve talked about 
some of the infrastructures that they have put into place. But what do you do with 
this if you do not have the money? So the results have been kind of mixed; if we 
were allowed to subsidise the agriculture, then I think the results would be much 
more impressive. 
 
Chindong Who is supposed to allow you to subsidise the agriculture? 
 
Nuza Well, you know we are on this structural adjustment plan; this is piloted by the 
International Monetary Fund. We have been hoping that with the debt relief, the 
HIPIC initiative, that will allow us to put some more money into the agricultural 
sector for the benefit of these small-scale farmers.  
 
Chindong So if you were in a place to advise, or to say what, what would you say as a last 
word? 
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Nuza I would say that the Cameroon economy is essentially agricultural, and the 
agricultural sector is dominated by these small-scale farmers. We have to be able to 
put into place those measures that allow these small-scale farmers to find their place, 
otherwise the agricultural sector in Cameroon will never be able to support the 
economy the way it is supposed to do. End of track. 
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Small-scale farming in a liberalised economy 
 
The loss of marketing boards 
Cue:  
The scrapping of commodity marketing boards, that once supplied farming inputs and bought 
farmers produce at fixed prices, has been a common aspect of economic liberalisation in the 
developing world. Governments have, in effect, been forced to take a hands-off approach to 
agriculture. Sadly, in many areas this has led to a decline in farming profits, and the migration of 
young people to urban areas. Many end up doing menial jobs that do little to boost either the 
national economy or their own family’s income. 
 
Reversing this trend is far from easy, and some economists suggest that without external support, 
rural communities will continue to struggle. The speaker in our next report certainly agrees with this 
view. Victor Okorua is an agricultural economist at the Nigerian Federal Ministry of Agriculture. 
Over the years he has monitored how the abolishing of commodity marketing boards has affected 
farmers. Tunde Fatunde asked him to explain how farmers have been affected by the loss of just 
one, Nigeria’s Cocoa Marketing Board.  
 
IN:  “In the western part of Nigeria …” 
OUT:  “…agriculture is no more drudgery.” 
DUR′N 3’26” 
 
BACK ANNOUNCEMENT: 
Victor Okorua suggesting the kinds of support Nigeria’s agriculture will need if it is to thrive under 
a new generation of young farmers. 
 
Transcript 
Fatunde In the western part of Nigeria, cocoa is the most important commodity. Now with the 
scrapping of the Cocoa Commodity Board for quite some time, what effect has this 
had on farmers? 
 
Okorua First there is the issue of the price, which farmers used to enjoy; a steady price which 
brought about a steady income. Now with the scrapping of the board, this is no 
longer in place, and so farmers’ income is affected. 
 
Fatunde Has this led to an increase in the purchasing power of the farmers? 
 
Okorua When the boards were scrapped, initially there was a boom in the market, because 
the multi-nationals came in, agencies came in, middlemen came in, and farmers had 
the price the world market was operating with, and so returns were higher. But over 
time there has been a problem. We have had a glut as a result of the adulteration of 
the produce, and then the world market not importing our produce as expected, and 
this has led to glut. And so the returns to farmers have begun to dwindle, and this has 
made farmers begin to leave their plantations for other alternatives.  
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Fatunde What kind of alternatives? 
 
Okorua Well with the older ones, they found an alternative by going back to arable cropping, 
to make sure that the family is sustained. Others engaged in artisanal jobs. Then the 
younger ones migrated to the urban centres. They took up jobs like gardening, like 
security agencies, and other kind of jobs which are menial in nature.  
 
Fatunde Which means that there’s a problem. The older farmers are still interested in cocoa 
production, and the younger ones are not. How is it possible to make sure that the 
younger ones go back to the land, to continue with cocoa production? 
 
Okorua Here let me say, there’s a need for these boards to come back, that is the commodity 
boards. And there is a need for the government to subsidise agriculture. There is a 
need to encourage cottage industry, because we need to diversify beyond just 
producing the raw material. We need to add value. We have to change the cocoa seed 
to either powder, butter, wine and things like that, that will have an alternative 
market. I think with this, many younger ones will be encouraged. Besides there is the 
issue of infrastructure. Government must put in place roads. They must put in place 
electricity. They must put in place water, and there must be markets. It is only at this 
that the younger ones will be encouraged to go back to the rural areas, take up the so-
called plantations, and begin to help their older ones. Besides there must be the issue 
of credit. Credit must be supplied to them, so that they can be able to buy some of the 
chemicals and the rest that they need. Again, there must be an improvement in 
technology; technology in the sense that, we no longer have to depend on hoes and 
cutlasses. There must be improved ways of making sure that agriculture is no more 
drudgery. End of track. 
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Small-scale farming in a liberalised economy 
 
Competing in the open market 
Cue:  
Free trade; is it an opportunity or a threat for Africa’s farming communities? Well of course it can 
be both. For large-scale, commercial producers it may well be a great opportunity, giving the 
chance for them to export into new markets in neighbouring countries, or even further afield. But 
for small-scale farmers, who perhaps grow the bulk of their crops for their own consumption, and 
only sell small amounts of surplus, free markets can represent a real threat to this important source 
of income.  
 
Such is the case in Malawi, a country where the vast majority of farmers still do most of their 
farming at a subsistence level. Is there anything that such farmers can do to compete with their 
bigger neighbours? To get an answer, Excello Zidana spoke to Aiton Kamwela, a Farm Business 
advisor in the Malawi Ministry of Agriculture. Mr. Kamwela began by explaining the challenge 
facing smallholder farmers, using as an example, the effect of cross-border trade on Malawian egg 
producers. 
 
IN:  “Here we are after liberalising …” 
OUT:  “…produce at a lower cost.” 
DUR′N 4’55” 
 
BACK ANNOUNCEMENT: 
Strong advice there from Aiton Kamwela , a Farm Business advisor for the Malawi Ministry of 
Agriculture. 
 
Transcript 
Kamwela Here we are after liberalising the marketing of eggs. But the moment we opened the 
market, what has happened now is that it is better for me to purchase eggs produced 
in Zimbabwe but sold in Malawi, than buy eggs produced in Malawi, because locally 
produced eggs are more expensive than the ones brought in from Zimbabwe. 
Production costs for the locally produced eggs are much higher than the foreign ones. 
Once you sit down and analyse the whole issue, you find that the problem of feeds, 
the feeds are very expensive; most of our producers can not actually buy them. And 
why are the feeds very expensive? The ingredients, most of them are imported, and 
are heavily taxed. So the feed manufacturers are having difficulties. If they have to 
make any profit at all from the feeds that they produce, they have to charge higher 
prices. So it’s a chain reaction. So opening up our markets through liberalisation, has 
had a very bad effect, in the sense that our farmers don’t have a good base upon 
which to compete favourably with imports. 
 
Zidana Now, while we are saying market liberalisation is really not conducive to the local 
farmers in these developing countries, but others are also saying that market 
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liberalisation induces a hard-working spirit in the local farmers. What do you say on 
this one? 
 
Kamwela For our farmers, they have basically been producing for their own home use, they 
have not yet commercialised their operations. And we are talking of between 60 and 
80% of our smallholder farmers. Very little actually goes through the market. So the 
little that goes through the market, it’s not able to compete favourably with the 
imports. Our smallholder farmers are not yet ready for liberalisation at this point in 
time. Much as I know the good parts, in that it definitely gives that spirit of hard-
working, but I think our farmers have received it as a shock. If liberalisation came in 
slowly, gradually, giving time for these people to learn the good effects as well as 
some of the not-so-good effects of liberalisation, I think it would have given our 
farmers a good base. But now it just came almost it was a stop, an abrupt stop, and 
that has not been very good for our farmers. 
 
Zidana What mechanism must the government in these developing countries put in place to 
make sure that this scenario does not prolong? 
 
Kamwela I know that in as far as Malawi is concerned for example, it appears liberalisation has 
come to stay. So one thing that as a department of agricultural extension we are 
doing now, is to facilitate the formation of groups, farmer groups, so that those small 
producers, once they come together into some sort of farmer clubs, maybe in so 
doing they can actually compete favourably, pulling together all the little that they 
produce, and be able to bargain properly with the producers. So that is one way of 
possibly encouraging the smallholder farmers to sell at a better price, by coming 
together into groups. Groups maybe to produce a particular crop, groups so that 
maybe they can sell their products at a better price, so that at least they are better able 
to negotiate for prices with traders.  
 
Zidana Since market liberalisation has come to stay, how do you encourage farmers in these 
developing countries? 
 
Kamwela My advice to small-scale farmers in developing countries, is that they basically have 
to work hard, and particularly, agree to work as groups. Indeed their small sizes will 
never grow, because the amount of land that they have, that is what God has given 
them. But as far as production is concerned they need to come together, market their 
crops in groups. If they want to get inputs cheaper they have to come together as a 
group, negotiate. We have examples in Malawi, whereby farmers who have 
responded to our advice are reaping benefits. They have come into groups; they are 
now able to purchase inputs on wholesale; we are seeing some good effects in the 
country along those lines. So they don’t have to fear. But at the same time, while we 
know that the inputs are going up, they should start exploring other ways of 
producing farm products cheaply, like the use of manure, compost, so that their 
production costs can go down, and yet be able to realise good incomes out of their 
produce, even at the current prices. They have to fight hard to produce at a lower 
cost. End of track. 
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Supporting domestic producers 
Cue:  
In many parts of Africa, local poultry producers have been swamped by floods of cheap chicken 
coming in from Europe. In the case of The Gambia, in West Africa, the domestic market has been 
devastated by meat from Belgium and Holland, which is so cheap that many carcasses are simply 
dumped unsold. In a liberalised trade environment, it may be difficult for national governments to 
protect domestic producers. However, creating a supportive structure for local industry can at least 
give it a chance of competing with the European rivals. Mamadi Ceesay is the Deputy Permanent 
Secretary at the Gambian Department of State for Agriculture, and the author of a recent report on 
the impact of liberalisation on the poultry industry. He spoke to Ismaila Senghore about how local 
farmers have been affected by the open market, and how he feels they could be increasing their 
competitiveness. 
 
IN:  “Most of the people who …” 
OUT:  “…Thank you very much, Ismaila.” 
DUR′N 5’07” 
 
BACK ANNOUNCEMENT: 
That report came from Ismaila Senghore in The Gambia. 
 
Transcript 
Ceesay Most of the people who were in the industry by 1996 were out by 2000. Only a few 
managed to stay. And this was because the market was in glut, because they could 
afford to bring in products at cheaper price, even though this will take six weeks to 
reach the Gambia, and this has an effect on the quality. If you have to bring in 
products for six weeks, the quality is less than if you have it produced in the Gambia. 
So in terms of those Gambian companies, they are disfavoured, and therefore had it 
very tough to compete. 
 
Senghore Well Mamadi, I’m a Gambian myself, and I have been into the streets and in the 
markets, and it appears that in every corner, sometimes we find chicken legs, whole 
chickens, on sale at very cheap prices. This means definitely, local farmers cannot 
sell their poultry products. So how far do you think subsidisation of industrialised 
countries in their agriculture has impacted local farmers? 
  
Ceesay They can afford to bring in products that are even lower than the cost of production 
here. And because of that, a lot of people in the industry had to go out of business 
because they had to compete with these people in the same market, and their 
products are readily available, and they are at a cheaper price. I think the only other 
option is that people who go for quality go for what is produced locally here, because 
it is more tasty, and less of the health risk. But these are the problems, because if you 
look at the people of low income, they will readily go for a product which is of a 
lower price and which is readily available in the market. What this does is that the 
local poultry industry can never flourish, and therefore we have to depend on 
RRRP 2002/5 
Small-scale farming in a liberalised economy  19 
imports. So we find ourselves in a vicious circle and it is very difficult to escape 
from it, and therefore the food insecurity situation continues.  
 
Senghore Have you looked at some of the basic problems that farmers need to be able to 
compete with these imports? 
 
Ceesay I think it is to support, particularly the small-scale farmers, through the rehabilitation 
of the hatcheries, but also through the rehabilitation of the feed industry that we have, 
in terms of producing local feeds to make sure that is available to farmers. But the 
other thing one needs to do is step up the surveillance that we have, to make sure that 
the product that we have are of quality, to ensure that the laboratories that are around 
have the necessary agents and the equipment so that the population at large is 
protected. I think that if we provide all this, it will go a long way to providing the 
environment for the local industry. Because in the state of the liberalised 
environment, one cannot talk about protection, but one can support the industry and 
enable it to grow. 
 
Senghore What kind of advice do you think our local farmers can follow, in order to improve 
the situation? 
  
Ceesay I think the key advice is cost effectiveness. We have to go for products that are 
locally available: use locally available feed because we have the maize; all we have 
to do is bring in a few vitamins and other nutrients, and supplement this. We also 
have to develop the local hatcheries that are available so that we don’t have to import 
day-old chicks from Europe. And we also have a very good climate, where we can 
have simple, low-cost housing in which the poultry can be reared. I think using these 
mechanisms, we can operate and provide enough poultry products for the urban areas 
and for the families of rural Gambians. 
 
Senghore Mamadi, I do believe you enjoy chicken? 
 
Ceesay Very much thank you. 
 
Senghore Do you foresee us enjoying chicken in the near future as much as we used to do? 
 
Ceesay I think, first we are in a global environment, so we will have just to continue 
importing chicken. I think this can be complemented by the local industry in 
providing locally produced chicken, which are more delicious, of course, than the 
imported one, and I think more and more people are in for quality food. And in the 
search for quality food, I think people will go in for the local products, at the expense 
of course, of the imported chicken. 
 
Senghore Well I always go for the local produce, seeing as it is more delicious. Thank you very 
much Mamadi, it has been a pleasure talking to you, and thank you for the time. 
 
Ceesay Thank you very much, Ismaila. End of track. 
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Small-scale farming in a liberalised economy 
 
No escape from subsistence farming 
Cue:  
The subject of market liberalisation, and the impact it is having on our domestic producers, is one 
that is often addressed by politicians and economists. It’s probably less common for us to hear from 
the farmers themselves. Our next report offers a quick snapshot of one farmer’s view on 
liberalisation, and the effect it is having on his farming and on his livelihood. It’s a view that will 
certainly be shared by many farmers right across the continent. The report comes from South 
Africa; asking the questions is Lesibana Mantshiu.  
 
IN:  “Mr. Rudolph Letsoalo is a …” 
OUT:  “…local markets nor internationally.” 
DUR′N 2’15” 
 
BACK ANNOUNCEMENT: 
Mr. Rudolph Letsoalo expressing a view that may well be shared by millions of small-scale farmers 
across Africa. 
 
Transcript 
Mantshiu Mr. Rudolph Letsoalo is a small-scale farmer in the Limpopo province in South 
Africa. Rudolph, what is the impact of liberalisation on you as a small-scale farmer 
and your family? 
  
Letsoalo The impact of liberalisation, particularly to us, the small-scale farmers, and to our 
families, it is full of disadvantages. It disadvantages me as a small-scale farmer who 
has no subsidy; therefore my farm produce becomes really too expensive for the 
consumers. I cannot afford to export my farm produce to the global market, while the 
local market is also dominated by imports produced by farmers from rich countries 
like America, France and so on. This forces me also to remain a subsistence farmer 
for the rest of my farming career. 
 
Mantshiu How have the farming practices changed as a result of this liberalisation? 
 
Letsoalo We are really forced to buy more modern farming implements, in order to produce 
according to the required standard. The standards are very high nowadays, and we 
need to buy high quality seeds also, in order for us to produce high quality products. 
Otherwise, we may farm but our produce may not be bought by anybody, because the 
products may be of poor quality. We need to use more sophisticated farming methods 
to maximise also our produce, because without maximising produce, it is going to be 
difficult for one to sustain in this farming. To be able to sustain, we are forced to hire 
trained labour, which makes the whole process too costly for a small-scale farmer 
like myself. 
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Mantshiu How then do you see the future of small-scale farming? 
  
Letsoalo This is a very important question. Unless our government intervenes to assist us as 
small-scale farmers, really it is going to be very difficult. We shall be forced to 
remain as subsistence farmers, who can neither compete at the local markets nor 
internationally. End of track. 
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Small-scale farming in a liberalised economy 
 
It’s not fair trade! 
Cue:  
Huge markets and wealthy consumers in the United States or Europe, all looking to buy the 
nutritious, healthy foods that developing countries can grow: farmers in Africa have often heard 
about the benefits that globalisation can bring. But for the majority, and particularly for smallholder 
farmers, the liberalisation of world trade has done little to improve their livelihoods. Global markets 
are simply unreachable for a whole range of reasons, from lack of information and communications 
facilities, to export tariffs and farming subsidies paid to developed world farmers.  
 
In our next report, Sylvia Jiyane finds out how in Zimbabwe, farmers are finding ways to target the 
world food markets. She talks to Langton Mkweresa, an economist in Zimbabwe’s Ministry of 
Agriculture, who begins by explaining some of the reasons why the open, global market is far from 
being a fair place for developing world farmers to sell their produce. 
 
IN:  “As far as our farmers …” 
OUT:  “…to help the smallholder farmer.” 
DUR′N 3’29” 
 
BACK ANNOUNCEMENT: 
Langton Mkweresa suggesting how smallholder farmers might be able to exploit world markets. 
 
Transcript 
Mkweresa As far as our farmers are concerned, they cannot fully exploit the benefits of the 
world markets in that, the information that we have got is fairly limited, and even the 
channels of information sharing and whatever, they are not as much as those enjoyed 
by developed countries’ farmers. Like the Internet, and whatever; we have got very 
limited telephone facilities for example, so we cannot fully exploit the markets in 
developed countries. We also have the issue of subsidies, which is quite a 
contentious issue. We are looking at quite some significant subsidies which farmers 
in developed countries enjoy. So those subsidies are resulting in over-production by 
developed country agriculture, and that has got an effect on world prices, that is also 
now depressing world prices and reducing the incentives for developing country 
farmers to produce. The other aspects that is also impacting negatively on these 
smallholder farmers in developing countries, is the issue of tariffs. Over 100% for 
our sugar exports to the US; again over 100% for grain exports into Europe. That has 
got an effect of impeding trade, yet we know that most benefits to smallholder 
agriculture, to agriculture in general really, are got through trade more than anything 
else. 
 
Jiyane Could there be any positive effects? 
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Mkweresa One thing is there are quite some out-grower schemes, which are quite catching up. 
By growing some crops for the European market, say, as out-growers, and then 
selling your produce through some established pack-houses; we are seeing quite a lot 
of success in that regard. We are also seeing quite some strong efforts by our 
government and also by some international development partners, the NGOs, to try 
to also increase the outreach programmes to the smallholder farmers. We are looking 
at things like provision of inputs and much more extension services and things like 
that. That is also helping the smallholder farmers. A lot of diversification is going on 
where new crops are coming in. So there are certainly some things going on but as I 
said I think the biggest issue is the issue of liberalising the trade regimes world-wide, 
through the reforms going on at the World Trade Organisation. I think that is where 
we feel most impact would be felt by smallholder farmers. 
 
Jiyane In view of all that, what then is the future of small-scale farming? 
 
Mkweresa The future is certainly bright, but it is a question of the smallholder farmers working 
closely with the governments and all the other international development partners, 
looking at what are the opportunities that are there, largely by way of specialising in 
those products where we have got some comparative advantage. Particularly we are 
looking at the weather; when Europe is in winter, when they can’t grow a lot of the 
crops then that is some window of opportunity which we can exploit. So it is a 
question of some niche markets and also exploiting some windows of opportunity. 
And also through these various schemes, like I said, the out-grower schemes, 
specialisation in some high value crops, I think that is where the potential is. We 
have to specialise in some high value crops. So these are some of the things that I can 
think of to help the smallholder farmer. End of track. 
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Small-scale farming in a liberalised economy 
 
Being heard on the world stage 
Cue:  
If international trade is like a boxing match, the World Trade Organisation, or WTO, would have to 
be the referee - keeping the fight clean and ensuring the rules are followed. And while many 
developing countries may often feel like a tiny David facing the developed world’s Goliath, WTO 
trade talks do give them the opportunity to make and influence trade agreements. Government 
delegations from around the world come to the WTO to fight their corner, and in the case of African 
countries, they are able to fight as a team, called the ‘African Group’. 
 
Making sure that the voices of ordinary farmers are heard at such negotiations is a job that has been 
taken up by a number of NGOs. One of them is Action Aid, an organisation that offers both 
practical support to farmers, as well as lobbying for their interests. Mweni Kiio is the Food Rights 
Campaign co-ordinator at Action Aid Kenya. In our next report she tells Eric Kadenge about the 
kind of support her organisation is giving to Kenya’s farmers, and her passionate belief that farmers 
need to make their voices heard. 
 
 
IN:  “We have a two-pronged approach …” 
OUT:  “…both nationally and internationally.” 
DUR′N 4’18” 
 
BACK ANNOUNCEMENT: 
Mweni Kiio of Action Aid Kenya, on the need for farmers’ voices to be heard by policy makers. 
 
Transcript 
Kiio We have a two-pronged approach. Our regional offices, that are working with 
farmers to provide for them some of the services that the government used to 
provide, like better seeds, or even working with the government to provide extension 
services. And also providing some kind of credit, in that we support their farmer 
groups so that they can be able to assist the farmer, to keep him in business. Then we 
also have the second bit which is the policy aspect, where we lobby for better 
policies. Like we have been challenging some of these policies under the WTO. That 
is, there is a certain agreement called ‘Agreement on Agriculture’ which we believe, 
if Kenya is to adopt everything that is in that agreement as it stands, then our farmers 
stand to lose more than to gain. So we are making some proposals within that 
agreement, that we hope will benefit the farmers by the end of the day. Because 
within that agreement there is a certain provision which says that a country should 
withdraw subsidies or domestic support to its farmers. Kenya has done that, but that 
is not the same case with developed countries, because developed countries are still 
carrying on with increasing their domestic support to their farmers. The most recent 
case is the US government, which just increased its support to its farmers. And by the 
end of the day, you find that farmers from developed countries are able to produce 
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more cheaply than farmers from developing countries, and then they are able now to 
sell their products in the international markets, and products from developing 
countries cannot compete. 
 
Kadenge And at the moment what progress have you been able to make in this lobbying? 
 
Kiio We have been working very closely with the Ministry of Trade, where we have 
shared our concerns. And the government delegation that actually represents Kenya 
in the negotiations in this ‘Agreement on Agriculture’, they have taken in our views, 
and it’s part of their position, the Kenyan government position to the negotiations. 
And the beauty of it is that Kenya is not negotiating alone; it’s part of what they call 
the ‘African group’. So in the negotiations under WTO, whatever concerns we have 
raised have been tabled through that group. And the greatest achievement, I think, is 
a proposal on what we call the ‘development box’. Under the ‘Agreement on 
Agriculture’, there are various boxes that are given, where governments are allowed 
to support their farmers. And what we did is look at all those boxes, and saw that 
there are some issues that are just relevant to developing countries, that have not 
been addressed in their available boxes; there are three of them. Now we are 
proposing a ‘development box’, where we are saying, developing countries need to 
be allowed to support rural development initiatives and food security issues in their 
countries, because those are the kind of things that we are facing. And these are not 
issues that are of concern really to the developed countries, but we think they are of 
major concern to us. 
 
Kadenge Now where would you like to see the small-scale farmer in future, as we try to battle 
this whole issue that is affecting them? 
 
Kiio I would like to see the farmer in the forefront, advocating for his issues. I would like 
to see a farmer who is engaging the government actively, both at the local level, 
national level and international level, and instead of I speaking for the farmers, like it 
has been in the past, I would like to see the farmer doing it for himself, and being 
engaged in every decision-making process that affects him, by the end of the day. I 
would also like to see a strong farmer movement in this country, because I strongly 
believe by the end of the day that even now we are not listening to our farmers; they 
contribute very much to the economy - you know that agriculture is the backbone of 
this country - and it is only right to involve such important people in decision-
making, because they are the only ones who really know the problems they are 
facing. And they are the only ones who can come up with the right solutions to solve 
their own problems. And decisions should not be made for them, both nationally and 
internationally. End of track. 
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Small-scale farming in a liberalised economy 
 
Exploit your comparative advantages 
Cue:  
When choosing which crop to grow, there are two major factors that farmers must consider. The 
first is their agro-ecological situation, in other words, the character of the land they farm and the 
climate they live in. Temperature, rainfall, gradient of land and soil type will all have an influence 
on crop choice. The second factor involves the opportunities that the farmer will have to sell the 
crop. For example, if the farmer lives in a remote area far from any markets, it will be difficult to 
make a good profit from growing and selling a bulky, low value crop like maize, since the costs of 
transporting it to market will be so high. A low volume but high value crop like cashew nuts might 
be a better alternative. 
 
With the liberalisation of trade in Africa, the importance of farmers selecting the right crop for their 
situation has never been higher. Competition from foreign exports means that farmers have to 
exploit any comparative advantage they have in terms of what crops they can grow and which 
markets they can access. In Zambia, the National Farmers Union (the ZNFU), is helping farmers to 
cope with the pressures they have experienced since the liberalisation of the economy ten years ago. 
Alfred Mwila, an economist at the ZNFU spoke to Chris Kakunta about the problems and solutions 
for small-scale farmers. 
 
IN:  “The farmers have been …” 
OUT:  “…among our small-scale farmers.” 
DUR′N 3’21” 
 
BACK ANNOUNCEMENT: 
Alfred Mwila of the Zambia National Farmers Union encouraging farmers to exploit their 
comparative advantages in order to boost their profits. 
 
Transcript 
Mwila The farmers have been facing the major problem of low producer prices, and the kind 
of enterprises that they are engaged in are not giving them the profits that will enable 
them to reinvest in agriculture. So essentially they are engaging in enterprises that are 
giving them a loss, and this is a big problem. For them to generate a profit they need 
to sell, they need to be guaranteed of a market, and they need to produce in the most 
cost effective way, and for this they need some facilitation. 
 
Kakunta So as Zambia National Farmers Union, what are you doing in order to help these 
farmers come out of these negative impacts that have been created as a result of 
liberalised policies. 
  
Mwila One of the things that we engage in is the provision of information to our members, 
to enable them make timely and economic decisions. We are able to advise our 
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members that the appropriate crops for these areas are ABCD, what is an economic 
price for which they should sell their farm outputs.  
 
Kakunta What about the farmers, what should they do themselves in order for them to benefit? 
 
Mwila Our farmers need to embrace issues related to quality. They should be able to 
produce efficiently, package their produce, and be able to land their produce in their 
neighbouring countries or beyond, at a cost where they will make a profit. So they 
have a challenge as well, to position themselves strategically. They should stop 
growing or engaging in enterprises that are totally unprofitable. Our farmers need to 
produce, or engage in an enterprise that has comparative advantage. Before 
liberalisation, there was a deliberate policy to promote maize production, and maize 
as a result, was even promoted in areas where it is not agro-ecologically suitable, or 
indeed competitive, because of the distance from the market. So we need to reorient 
our farmers towards thinking of engaging in enterprises where they know that they 
are agro-ecologically suitable, and they are profitable. One province for example will 
be specialising in maize, because they are close to the market. Maize is a bulky 
product, so they will be able to take advantage of the closeness of the market, and 
they will be able to make a profit, because they will have less transport costs. Where 
it is impossible to grow maize, say Western Province, certainly we may just 
encourage them to grow maize at subsistence level, and not to look at maize as a cash 
crop. And they should be encouraged to grow what other provinces are not growing 
right now. And they would certainly have certain comparative advantages in, say, 
cashew nuts, because of the conditions there. It is certainly most ideal, and we should 
promote such enterprises. So those are the kind of issues that we feel should be 
addressed that have been a consequence of liberalisation. Ideally the small-scale 
sector to us is a very critical sector. It has been growing in number, but unfortunately 
not contributing to the economy in real terms. So that is a worry, and I think we need 
address something for this huge potential that exists among our small-scale farmers. 
End of track.  
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Small-scale farming in a liberalised economy 
 
Survival in a falling market 
Cue:  
There’s an awful lot of coffee in Vietnam. In fact in the last five years, Vietnamese coffee harvests 
have grown from virtually zero to become the second largest in the world, behind Brazil. 
Unfortunately the world’s coffee farmers are now growing more than the world’s people are 
drinking, and with global over-production has come a global decline in prices. For coffee growers in 
countries like Tanzania, times are hard. How can smallholder coffee farmers survive in such a 
falling market? 
 
Technoserve is an NGO that is helping Tanzanian farmers to do exactly that, concentrating not on 
how to grow more coffee, but on finding the best prices at the coffee auctions. Lazarus Laiser spoke 
to Mr. Thomson Dixon, Country Director of Technoserve Tanzania, about the challenge for African 
coffee growers to compete on the world market. He began by asking Mr. Dixon what he thought 
coffee farmers needed to do to survive in the face of falling prices.  
 
IN:  “What we see happening …” 
OUT:  “…individual farmers can prosper.” 
DUR′N 3’19” 
 
BACK ANNOUNCEMENT: 
A report from Tanzania described the challenges facing coffee growers. Many of the points will be 
relevant for other export crops.  
 
Transcript 
Dixon What we see happening in the coffee market is, you basically need to become a 
speciality coffee farmer to obtain good prices in today’s market. If your coffee 
quality is truly very very good, you can find very good prices in the market. Kenyan 
coffees are sometimes trading at over $2 per pound, because of their superb quality. I 
think Tanzania faces the same opportunities. We have had buyers in from Italy, we 
have had buyers in from the United States, expressing a very strong interest in 
Tanzanian coffee. However, uniformly they are saying that the quality is not there 
yet. And my feeling is that if a farmer, or a group of farmers fail to bring their quality 
up, they will face continued intense competition from low cost Vietnamese 
producers. So the answer to the question really is to get to the top of the market, be 
the best quality you possibly can, and there you have the best chance of survival. 
 
Laiser And now I would like to ask you as an expert, what are the government actions in 
terms of both protecting against dangers, and supporting farmers efforts to take 
advantage of the market? 
 
Dixon The government can provide a context, make sure that the laws are clear, make sure 
that the conditions under which business takes place are secure. We are facing some 
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difficulties this year because the regulations for the coffee harvest this season have 
not been published yet, and therefore I think that a lot of farmers, and a lot of buyers 
are maybe somewhat confused about what is permitted and what is not permitted. So 
I think that number one the government must act with great clarity on these issues. 
And I think that in terms of farmers, it’s very important for the farmers to be 
educated on how the market works, and what the customers are looking for, so that 
farmers can produce to the needs of the customer. Because, when you have an Italian 
buyer in, saying ‘I would like to see it prepared in this fashion or that fashion’, you 
have to be aware of that, and balance the pros and cons of doing that. And I think that 
is where the private sector, together perhaps with government officials, can come 
together and create the strategies for attending to the market. 
 
Laiser What can non-government organisations do in order to support small-scale farmers? 
 
Dixon They can do a variety of things. In the case of Technoserve, we are assisting groups 
of small farmers to take their coffee to auction, look for the best price possible at 
auction. We believe very strongly in adding value by doing pulping of the coffee, 
bulking that coffee into 5, 10, 15 or 20 ton units, and selling that as a single unit at 
the auction. This is really what the government was trying to do many years ago, and 
Tanzanian coffee was superb many years ago, and developed a tremendous name for 
its quality. But then those pulperies fell into disuse, and it became an individual 
activity instead. It is definitely time for farmers to be putting in pulperies again, and 
this will be what it takes to pull the coffee quality up, and that way the nation and the 
individual farmers can prosper. End of track. 
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Building on food security 
Cue:  
If small-scale farmers aren’t even able to grow enough food for their families, they certainly aren’t 
ready to think about cash crop production. All across Africa, millions of small farmers feel trapped 
in low productivity, with no way of improving either their food security or their livelihood. And for 
many farmers in Zambia, life in the last ten years has become more difficult not less; a succession 
of droughts combined with a government policy for economic liberalisation, have cut farm 
productivity among poorer farmers in particular.  
 
For Zambia’s Programme Against Malnutrition, known as ‘Pam’, the challenge is greater than ever. 
This non-government organisation is now working closely with the Zambian government, through a 
variety of initiatives, to support small-scale farmers. The ‘food security pack’ scheme, for example, 
is currently distributing vital farming inputs, such as seed and fertilizer, to the most needy. But 
beyond that, the programme has also recognised the importance of farmers being able to get real 
economic benefits from any increase in their production. Daniel Sikazwe sent us this report on the 
work of the Programme Against Malnutrition in his home country, Zambia. 
 
IN:  “Ten years ago, Zambia …” 
OUT:  “…value to food crops.” 
DUR′N 4’44” 
 
BACK ANNOUNCEMENT: 
That report came from Daniel Sikazwe, and featured Mlotha Damaseke, manager of the food 
security pack scheme, for the Programme Against Malnutrition in Zambia. 
 
Transcript 
Sikazwe Ten years ago, Zambia embarked on an ambitious liberalisation programme; 
subsidies in crucial areas like agriculture were removed. Some small-scale farmers 
found themselves out of business, while others persevered. In this programme we will 
try to establish what impacts liberalisation has had on small-scale farmers; how 
those who have continued with their farming activities have managed to stay alive in 
the midst of an uncertain food security situation. Mr. Mlotha Damaseke is the food 
security pack manager at the Programme Against Malnutrition, PAM, a non-
governmental organisation that has been working with small-scale farmers over the 
years. What did liberalisation entail on small-scale farmers? 
 
Damaseke The main problem is in terms of input supply. The country is quite big, the 
infrastructure for service delivery, is quite poor, and that left them very very 
vulnerable. Most of the people who are benefiting are large-scale farmers who are 
along the main trunk roads, but eighty percent of our producers, especially for staple 
foods, are small-scale farmers. This has had an adverse effect on the amount of food 
that is produced in the country. 
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Sikazwe I’ve come across a lot of small-scale farmers that have talked about working with the 
Programme Against Malnutrition, and that they have somehow managed to rise 
above the impacts of liberalisation. Can you just tell me what PAM has been doing 
with the small-scale farmers? 
 
Damaseke Yes indeed. PAM was implementing a number of interventions, some of which are 
coming from government initiatives. For example the food security pack is targeting 
the small-scale farmers who have been left helpless by the liberalisation of the 
economy, and the droughts that have been persisting since 1991, and therefore we are 
assisting the farmers with inputs; so we are delivering inputs to small-scale farmers 
throughout the country, so that they can become productive once again, and maybe 
go into a commercial lending portfolio.  
 
Sikazwe Well once you have delivered these inputs to the small-scale farmers, they produce, 
they need to have a market but then they are competing against heavily subsidised 
goods coming from South Africa, and probably some other countries. Are there any 
attempts by the Programme Against Malnutrition to try and help them get a market 
to try to rise above the challenges of liberalisation? 
 
Damaseke In fact, as a way of addressing that problem, the programme has got a component, 
which is looking at management of excess produce. It’s called the cereal or seed 
bank component. This is a concept where communities themselves, come together; 
they make their own storage facilities. The aim to do that is: one, you have small-
scale farmers coming at one point, putting in, each one brings whether it is one tin, or 
it’s one bag, or it’s ten bags, they get an inventory of each person who brings excess 
produce. And then they can decide when to sell. If they want to keep it for a longer 
period so that they can sell it when the price is right, for example during the start of 
the rainy season in January or February, then they sell the excess crop. So that is one 
way of enhancing the profitability of farming. 
 
Sikazwe Well, there has been an argument that some small-scale farmers have been small-
scale farmers for a long time; they need to graduate. And attempts that effect to make 
them graduate into, maybe not commercial farmers, but at least above small-scale 
farmers, through the aid or help that the Programme Against Malnutrition is giving 
to the small-scale farmers? 
 
Damaseke Yes, the efforts are there. I think what is important is for people to realise is that 
before a person can feed himself or herself, there is no way that they will grow 
bigger. Firstly they must solve the first problem; the first problem is hunger in the 
house. If he solves the problem of hunger in the household, then he will think of 
having more. And therefore, efforts are being made to see that those who are able to 
feed themselves for one year, and have excess, maybe be linked to for example, the 
micro-bankers trust, who can lend them, on terms that they are able to pay back, and 
then become bigger farmers. So that is one initiative that the small-scale farmers 
must look for. They should not remain subsistence farmers. 
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Sikazwe Liberalisation has surely come to stay in Zambia. How do you look at the future of 
small-scale farmers? 
 
Damaseke I think they need to take the initiative. The way the formation of co-operatives. If co-
operatives are formed where people come together, they buy inputs together, that 
should be the way to go. Another way is contract cropping by out-grower schemes, 
that is another way to go. And also adding value to their crop; processing foods so 
that they don’t go to waste when they are in abundance. Whether it’s groundnuts; is it 
just roasting, or are you going to make peanut butter and things like that. So there is a 
component that is looking at adding value to food crops. End of track. 
